Cooperative  Program  rebounds 


Giving  begins  recovery  from 
member  drop,  bad  economy 


NASHV&UE  (BP  and  local  re¬ 
ports)  —  Despite  a  five-year 
decline  in  Southern  Baptist 
church  membership  and  a  cor¬ 
responding  decrease  in  per  cap¬ 
ita  giving,  die  national  portion 
of  the  Cooperative  Program 

through  the  finrt  five  months^ 
fiscal  2014-15. 

Year-to-date  contributions 
to  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  (SBC)  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  Allocation  Budget  through 
Jan.  31  totaled  $64,702,036, 
the  highest  amount  since  the 
Jan.  31, 2012,  report. 

The  numbers  may  be  a  har¬ 
binger  that  local  churches  are 
recovering  from  the  lingering 
effects  of  the  Great  Recession. 
As  of  Feb.  *8,  receipts  totaled 
$£2,098*104*  or  nearly  105% 
of  the  $78,333*333  year-to- 
date  budgeted  amount  to  sup¬ 
port  SBC  ministries  globally 
and  nationally. 

The  tote)  in  $2^71418  more 
than  the  $791726,686  received 
through  February  2014 

The  two  SBC  seasonal 
missions  offerings  —  Lottie 


Moon  Christmas  Offering  for 
International  Missions 

(LMCO)  and  Annie  Arm¬ 
strong  Easter  Offering  for 
North  American  Missions 
(AA!EO)  —  have  also  shown 
positive  signs  of  rebound. 

After  plummeting  from  $150 
million  in  2007  to  $141  million 
in  2008,  offerings  to  LMCO 
slowly  edged  upward  through 
2012  before  reaching  and  sur¬ 
passing  2007*8  previous  high  in 
2013,  topping  $154  milbontbr  a 
new  record  though  still  short  of 
the  $175  million  goal. 

Similarly,  gifts  to  AAJEO  de¬ 
clined  from  its  record  $59  mil¬ 
lion  in  2007  before  beginning 
to  recover  in  2011  and  reaching 
$58  million  in  2014,  the  thira 
highest  amount  in  history. 

For  the  first  time  in  five  yean, 
gifts  to  the  2014  Mississippi  CP 
budget  exceeded  budget  needs, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  (MBCB)  stewardship  di¬ 
rector  Rick  Blythe  reported  ear¬ 
lier  thiayear. 

The  2014  Mississippi  CP 
budget  was  set  by  messengers 
from  local  churches  to  the  an¬ 


nual  meeting  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  at 
$31,621,435.  CP  giving  from 
Mississippi  Baptists  in  2014  ac¬ 
tually  totaled  $32. 1 19,685. 

MBCB  executive  director- 
treasurer  Jim  Futral  said  at 
the  time,  The  downturn  of 
the  economy  affected  all  our 
churches  and  all  our  families 
across  the  state.  It  has  been  a 
long  struggle  and  for  many  peo¬ 
ple  continues  to  be. 

Through  it  all,  our  people 
in  our  churches  have  remained 
faithful  to  the  call  of  Christ  in 
sharing  their  resources  through 
difficun  times...  We  thank  God 
for  the  faithfulness  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptists." 

The  Cooperative  Program 
was  established  in  1925  as  a 
collaborative  effort  between 
the  SBC  and  state  Baptist  con¬ 
ventions  .The  plan  was  remark¬ 
ably  simple: 

■  Individuals  give  tithes  and 
offerings  to  their  local  churches. 

■  Tne  churches  forward  a 
percentage  of  their  contribu¬ 
tions  to  their  state  Baptist  con¬ 
vention  for  ministry  in  the  state. 


•  The  state  convention  for¬ 
wards  a  percentage  of  its  funds 
to  provide  support  for  SBC  mis¬ 
sions  and  ministries. 

Through  a  unified,  coopera¬ 
tive  program  of  giving,  both  state 
ministry  needs  and  ministry  en¬ 
deavors  of  the  SBC  are  funded. 
This  cooperative  venture  be¬ 
tween  churches,  state  conven¬ 
tions,  and  the  SBC  was  given  the 
name  Cooperative  Program. 

The  positive  CP  report  stands 
against  the  stark  reality  that  riv¬ 
ing  to  Southern  Baptist  churches 
for  all  causes  —  general  budget 
gifts,  missions  offerings,  mis¬ 
sions  trips,  and  other  church 
ministry  needs  —declined  by 
more  than  $911  million,  or  7.5%, 
from  2008  to  2013,  according  to 
the  Annual  Church  Profile  sub¬ 
mitted  by  apoperating  Southern 
Baptist  churches. 

Total  membership  declined 
by  a  little  over  three  percent 
during  the  same  period  of  time, 
from  16.228438  to  i5.735»640, 
a  loss  of  almost  one-half  million 
people.  Per  capita  giving  also 
declined  over  the  same  period, 
from  $746.91  per  member  in 
2008  to  $712.37  in  2013. 

The  combination  of  dedining 
membership  and  dedining  par 
capita  riving  impacted  the  ability 
(rfWaTdmrdies  to  do  ministry  in 
their  communities  and  beyond, 
and  has  been  feh  by  both  state 
Baptist  conventions  and  the  SBC 


For  example,  even  though 
churches  increased  the  per¬ 
centage  of  their  undesignated 
receipts  forwarded  through 
the  Cooperative  Program  from 
54*  in  2011  to  5.5S  in  2013, 
the  actual  dollar  amount  of  CP 
continued  to  decline,  hover¬ 
ing  at  a  14-year  low  the  past 
two  years. 
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Annie’s  special  offering 


We  are  grateful  for  every  dol¬ 
lar  Southern  Baptists  give  to 
the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
Offering  for  North  American  Missions. 

Sometimes  you  might  feel  far-removed 
from  the  results  ofthe  offering,  so  let 
me  remind  you  of  a  few. 

What  you  give  to  Annie  helps  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  start  new  churches  where 
they  are  needed  most.  In  2014,  South-  u 
em  Baptists  planted  985  new  churches.  ■ 

That's  up  five  percent  over  the  previous 

year,  ana  in  some  places  the  increases  n  i  t 

were  even  more  dramatic.  funds  we  have  available  each  year  come 

In  Ohio,  37  new  churches  were  started  through  this  offering. 

-  an  increase  of  20  over  the  previous  The  need  is  great  and  growing.  We 

year.  In  New  York,  there  were  42  new  need  thousands  more  churches  in  and 

churches  -  an  increase  of  22.  In  the  around  large  cities  where  more  than  81% 

Northwest  Convention,  of  North  Americans  live, 

which  includes  Oregon,  Your  giving  to  the  In  ?n  e^ort  to  narrow  the 

A»*OIMn,  makes  SSKSSKU 
churches  were  started  these  new  church  her  of  churches  in  these 

—  24  more  than  the  plants  possible.  These  areag»  NAMB  is  giving 

■aSSS—*  -  arches  that.™ 
increases  came  in  reaching  new  people  Church  planting  in 

states  outside  the  for  Christ  right  now  and  our  cities  is  expensive 

South,  where  Southern  n.,r  nra\**r  .«•  thnt  thou  Renting  or  buying  wor- 
Baptists  have  not  been  ship  space  is  veiy  costly 

as  strong.  It’s  a  privi-  VVI"  he  doing  SO  for  Housing  for  our  church 

lege  to  work  alongside  years  to  come,  planters  is  prohibitive 

churches  and  our  state  in  many  places.  Church 


Guest  opinion 

with  Kevin  Ezell 


to  die  earthquake,  the  court  system  and 
government  in  general  were  struggling 
to  stay  afloat,  and  this  became  a  real 
quagmire  —  and  an  unnecessary  one. 

Morris  Cbsomuk,  who  at  the 
time  was  president  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  Nashville,  Issued  a 
statement  upon  the  release  of  the 
eight  volunteers  in  which  he  stressed 
the  importance  of  being  qualified  and 
prepared  to  enter  hazardous  areas 
after  massive  natdral  disasters 

This  entire  situation  has  been  un¬ 
fortunate  for  everyone  involved  —  the 
Haitian  people  as  well  as  the  volun¬ 
teers,  their  families,  a*"d  churches,* 


and  Ware  crossed  and  dotted  before  serve  as  a  reminder  that  there  is  no 
we  head  out  on  our  far-flung  missions  shortcut  for  proper  t*  aining  and  ori- 
adventures.  Remember  the  ten  Chris-  entation  before  ear  narking  on  short 
tian  volunteers  arrested  and  held  in  a  term  ministry  ti  ps. 

Haiti  jail  in  2010,  in  one  ofthe  most  T  pray  this  will  be  a  catalyst  for 

bizarre  stories  to  arise  in  the  aftermath  more  of  our  cooperating  churches 
of  the  massive  earthquake  that  struck  to  take  advantage  of  disaster  relief 

To  summarize,  the  ten  vohinteen  —  Mississippi  Baptists  have  one  of 

nine  ofwbom  were  Southern  Baptists  the  most  well-trained  and  knowt- 
from  Texas  and  Idaho  —  were  detained  edgeable  disaster  relief  programs  in 
at  the  Haitian  border  with  the  Domini-  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 

can  Republic,  the  nation  that  shares  headquartered  in  the  Men’s  Ministry 
the  island  of  Hispaniola  with  Haiti.  Department  of  the  Mississippi  Bajrt* 

The  volunteers,  who  had  no  recognized  Convention  Board  and  allied withtla 
affiliation  with  Baptist  disaster  relief  greater  Southern  Baptist  effort 


Ezell  is  president  of  the  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Mission  Board  in  Alpharetta  f  Ga. 
For  more  information,  visit  AnnieArm - 
strong.com.  Find  resources  to  help  your 
church  promote  the  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering  at  wunv  AnnieArm  - 
strong.com. 
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indicated  thaf  none  ofthe  children  mert  and  »  now  the  director  ‘After 

were  orphans  but  had  living  parents  Hurricane  Katrina,  tbere  were  months 
or  dose  relatives  in  two  small  villages  and  months  of  work  to  do.  Everyone 
devastated  by  the  earthquake.  who  wanted  to  get  involved  was  able  to 

Different  parties  to  this  strange  help -just  not  at  the  aune  time." 

episode  all  have  their  versions  of  There  are  many  elements  in  the 

what  actually  happened,  but  Haitian  saga  of  the  arrested  volunteers  that 

authorities  movadinquicklv  to  take  still  don’t  make  sense,  but  a  number 
custody  of  the  childrviftmd  charge  the  of  conclusions  do  emerge:  Be  patient, 
ten  volunteers  with  kidnapping!  Don't  take  matters  into  your  own 

Eight  ofthe  volunteers  were  released  hands  like  some  sort  of  modern-day 
after  weeks  of  legal  w  rangling,  and  the  Lone  Ranger.  Do  join  a  Baptist  disas- 

remainingtwo  were  also  eventually  ter  relief  group  and  get  trained.  Work 

released.  The  33  children  were  placed  with  local  Baptist  churches  and  groups 

with  an  Austrian  aid  group  working  in  the  disaster  area,  who  will  ultimately 

with  the  Haitian  government  make  a  long-term  difference 

Into  the  mixes  chains,  denial^  and  Don’t  let  an  entirely  avoidable  cri- 
accusations,  add  a  shady  legal  advi-  sis  spoil  your  mission  trip.  Plug  in  to  a 
sor  being  sought  by  the  U.S.  Marshals  program  where  you  really  can  make  a 

Service  and  a  host  of  other  strange  difference  for  the  Lord.  You'll  be  glad 

characters  in  a  country  where,  thanks  you  did. 
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American  pastor  continues  to  languish  in  Iran  prison 


AMEDMI 

"We  have  continued 
to  work  with  the  U.S. 
State  Department 
as  we  pressure  the 
administration  not  to 
leave  Pastor  Saeed 
behind  as  it  sits  at  the 
negotiating  table  with 
Iran.  There  can  be  no 
deal  with  Iran  as  it  im¬ 
prisons  and  torments 
our  own  citizens.' 


WASHINGTON  (BP  and  local 
raports)  —  After  imprisoned 
American  pastor  Saeed  Abe- 
dini  witnessed  fellow  prison¬ 
ers  being  beaten  and  taken 
to  their  executions  in  Iran’s 
Rajai  Shahr  prison  last  week, 
the  American  Center  for  Law 
and  Justice  (ACLJ)  called  on 
the  U.S.  not  to  make  any  nu¬ 
clear  deal  in  current  negotia¬ 
tions  with  Iran  until  it  releas¬ 
es  Abedini. 

“We  have  continued  to 
work  with  the  U.S.  State  De¬ 
partment  as  we  pressure  the 
administration  not  to  leave 
Pastor  Saeed  behind  as  it  sits 
at  the  negotiating  table  with 
Iran,"  ACL)  executive  direc¬ 
tor  Jordan  Sekulow  wrote  in 
a  March  7  news  release.  "... 
There  can  be  no  deal  with  Iran 
as  it  imprisons  and  torments 
our  own  citizens." 

ACLJ  is  representing  the 
Abedini  family  in  the  ongoing 
campaign  to  nave  the  pastor 
released  and  returned  to  the 
U.S.  Abedini  is  a  native  of  Iran 


and  still  has  family  there.  He 
was  arrested  ana  convicted 
by  Iranian  authorities  while 
in  the  country  to  work  on 
an  orphanage. 

The  U.S.,  Iran,  and  five 
other  nations  are  in  negotia¬ 
tions  concerning  a  deal  that 
reportedly  would  limit  Iran’s 
nuclear  program.  A  March  24 
deadline  has  been  set  for  es¬ 
tablishing  the  framework  of  a 
final  accord. 

Abedini  was  “quite  shaken” 
after  he  witnessed  “six  fellow 
prisoners  being  beaten  and 
taken  to  be  executed"  March 
4,  his  wife  Naghmeh  Abedini 
wrote  on  Facebook  March  5. 
"It  was  a  hard  and  dark  day 
having  witnessed  that  and  see¬ 
ing  life  being  taken."  Naghmeh 
Adedini  and  the  couple's  two 
young  children  are  in  the  U.S. 

Naghmeh  Abedini ’s  report 
came  after  Saeed’s  father  vis¬ 
ited  him  in  prison,  a  visit  that 
was  "very  hard- as  the  families 
of  those  who  were  executed 
were  crying  and  wailing," 


Naghmeh  wrote.  The  visit 
was  also  emotional  because, 
the  Abedinis’  son  Jacob  is  ap¬ 
proaching  his  seventh  birth¬ 
day  and  has  not  seen  his  father 
since  he  was  age  four,  Nagh¬ 
meh  Abedini  wrote. 

She  requested  prayer  “for 
Saeed  to  have  the  strength  to 
endure  in  that  harsh  prison 
and  that  Jesus  would  con¬ 
tinue  to  meet  him  there  and 

S’ve  him  hope.  Please  pray 
lat  this  will  be  the  year  that 
Saeed  is  released." 

Saeed  Abedini  has  been  im¬ 
prisoned  since  Sept.  26,  2012, 
because  of  his  Christian  faith. 
He  was  sentenced  Jan.  27, 
2013,  to  eight  years  in  prison 
on  charges  he  threatened  na¬ 
tional  security  by  planting 
house  churches  in  Iran  years 
earlier,  and  had  been  under 
house  arrest  since  July  2012. 

Abedini  suffers  from  inter¬ 
nal  injuries  sustained  during 
prison  beatings,  Sekulow  re¬ 
ported,  adding  that  “summary 
executions,  inmate  violence. 


and  beatings  are  common¬ 
place”  in  the  facility  where  he 
is  detained. 

U.S.  President  Barack 
Obama  met  with  Naghmeh 
Abedini  and  the  couple's  chil¬ 
dren  near  their  home  in  Boise, 
Idaho,  on  Jan.  21,  and  said 
securing  Saeed's  release  re¬ 
mains  a  “top  priority.”  Obama 
received  a  letter  from  the  im¬ 
prisoned  pastor  a  week  later 
thanking  tne  president  for  vis¬ 
iting  his  family. 

“President  Obama,  you 
have  my  prayers  from  in¬ 
side  of  these  walls,"  Saeed 
Abedini  wrote. 

Sekulow  said  in  Lis  March  7 
release  that  the  Obama  admin¬ 
istration  “must  do  all  within  its 
power  to  bring  this  wrongfully 
imprisoned  U.S.  citizen  home 
to  nis  family  in  America." 

No  actions  by  The  White 
House  on  Saeed  Abedini’s  be¬ 
half  have  been  publicly  dis¬ 
closed  since  Obama  met  with 
his  family. 


Creationists:  Latest 
evolution  ‘discovery’ 
not  so  exciting  after  all 


ASHEVILLE,  N.C.  (BP  and  lo-  First,  “it  represents  a  prob- 
cal  raports)  —  Evolutionary  lem  for  evolutionists  because 
biologists  have  announced  the  it  shows  there  are  things  being 
recent  discovery  in  France  of  a  discovered  that  fail  to  affirm 
hybrid  fern  species  they  claim  the  evolutionary  paradigm, 
to  be  as  exciting  as  discover-  You  wouldn’t  expect  that  ny- 
ing  a  manatee  could  produce  bridization  to  take  place.  It’s 
offspring  with  an  elephant  or  a  the  work  of  a  creator  used 
human  with  a  lemur.  to  create  a  novel  organism,” 

Creationists  are  yawning.  Rana  said. 

The  fern,  Cystocarpium  Secondly,  a  species  that  can 
roskamianum,  appears  to  be  adapt  to  tne  environment  and 

the  product  of  two  species  give  rise  to  a  sister  species 

of  ferns  that  diverged  from  demonstrates  God’s  design  in 

each  other  60  million  years  giving  living  things  the  anility 

ago,  according  to  evolution-  to  respond  to  changes  in  the 

ary  theory,  and  have  not  in-  environment,  Rana  said, 
terbred  since,  the  researchers  Rana  compares  this  adapt- 
reported  in  the  journal  The  ability  to  the  way  a  thermostat 

American  Naturalist.  works,  ste— ling  the  air  condi- 

However,  this  discovery  tioner  to  kick  in  when  the  room  CYSTOCARPIUM  ROSKAMIANUM 

is  nothing  new,  according  to  becomes  too  warm  and  the 

Casey  Luskin,  research  coordi-  heat  when  the  room  becomes  tions  is  of  central  importance  deduce  the  time  in  history  that  searchers  ignore  the  possibility 

nator  for  the  Discovery  Insti-  too  cool.  It  is  a  feedback  loop  in  to  evolutionary  biology*  the*  two  species  diverged.  of  intelligent  design,  and  com  - 

tute’s  Center  for  Science  and  which  the  thermostat  responds  scientists  said.  However,  molecular  clock  mon  ancestry  was  a  dubious 

Culture  in  Seattle,  Wa.  to  changes  in  the  environment.  The  researchers  concluded  techniques  are  notoriously  assumption  to  begin  with." 

"It’s  been  long-known  that  Evolutionary  biologists  as-  the  fern's  discovery  implies  the  fraught  with  difficulties  and  Biologists’  comparison  of 
plants  can  hybridize,  and  many  sume  all  life  arose  from  a  com-  diversity  of  species  that  exists  make  dubious  assumptions,  the  new  tern  to  a  manatee  mat 

plants  appear  designed  to  form  mon  ancestor  and  different  today  may  not  be  wholly  ac-  Luskin  said.  For  example,  some  ing  with  an  elephant  seems 

nybrids,  he  told  WORLD  News  species  diverged  through  the  counted  for  by  adaptation,  but  molecular  clock  studies  have  highly  inappropriate,  Luskin 

Service.  “Many  of  our  own  cul-  processes  of  natural  selection  may  also  be  the  product  of  var-  yielded  widely  divergent  dates  said  While  hybrids  can  oc- 

tivated  garden  plants  are  the  and  random  adaptation.  Once  ied  rates  of  the  speciation  clock  for  the  supposed  most  recent  casionally  occur  between  very 

result  oOiybridization."  a  new  species  evolves,  they  say,  —  the  rate  at  which  a  type  of  common  ancestors  of  animals,  closely  related  animal  aperies. 

Although  the  fern  is  a  fas-  it  gradually  develops  repro-  organism  develops  reproduc-  Some  of  those  calculations  animal  hybrids  are  exceed 

cinating  discovery,  it  is  not  ductive  incompatibilities  that  tive  incompatibility  with  other  would  absurdly  place  the  com-  ingly  rare.  Genetic  differences 

problematic  for  a  creationist  prohibit  it  from  reproducing  related  species.  mon  ancestor  as  naving  existed  between  living  organisms  are 

like  Fazale  Rana,  a  biochemist  with  the  "parent  species"  from  The  speciation  clock  is  cal-  prior  to  the  origin  of  the  uni-  often  far  greater  than  an  evolu- 

at  Reasons  to  Believe  in  Covi-  which  it  diverged,  creating  the  culated  by  fossil  records  and  verse,  Luskin  noted  in  an  Evo-  tionary  view  would  suggest, 
na,  Car  The  discovery  actually  diversity  of  species.  molecular  clock  techniques  lution  News  article.  The  errors  "Maybe  that's  because  evo- 

attests  to  creationism  in  two  “The  formation  of  reproduc-  that  look  at  genes  and  rates  of  exist  because  “mutation  rates  lution  isn’t  what  generated 
ways,  he  said.  tive  barriers  between  popula-  change  at  the  molecular  level  to  aren’t  necessarily  consta nr,  re-  their  history."  Luskin  said. 
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March  Madness  is  tournament 

time  for  basketball  enthusiasts. 
All  the  tournaments  that  lead 
up  to  the  big  tournament  take  place 
and  then  the  countdown  begins  to  the 
national  championship.  Even  if  you 
don’t  know  anything  or  much  about 
basketball,  I  think  you  can  probably 
benefit  from  the  bnUiant  instructions 
1  overheard  being  given  by  a  grandfa¬ 
ther  to  his  grandson.  Basketball  is  a 
rather  simple  game.  It  is  said  that  John 
Wooden,  possibly  the  finest  basketball 
coach  in  history,  would  begin  the  sea¬ 
son  by  getting  all  of  his  team  together 
and  holding  the  basketball  be  would 
say,  "This  is  a  basketball,"  and  point¬ 
ing  to  the  goal  say,  “that  is  the  goal. 
Now  all  we  have  to  do  is  learn  to  take 
the  basketball  and  put  it  in  the  goaL” 
Simple  enough,  yet  in  reality,  it  is  more 
complicated  than  that  and  in  troth,  the 
nuances  of  the  game  may  very  well  be 
the  most  complicated  thing  about  it. 

But  let  roe  pass  along  the  instruc¬ 
tions  that  this  wise  grandfather  gave 
to  his  young  grandson  who  wanted  to 
learn  more  about  basketball.  Granddad 
told  him  he  would  help  him  and  im¬ 
mediately  the  boy  wanted  to  go  get  the 
ball.  The  grandfather  said,  “No,  before 
we  get  the  ball,  you  need  to  learn  some 
things  about  basketball  without  the 
ball.  And  the  coaching  lessons  began. 

Instruction  number  one  was 
that  you  must  learn  to  have  your 
feet  and  hands  in  position  at  all 
times.  Unless  you  nave  your  hands 
properly  placed  and  your  feet  controlled, 
it  doesn’t  matter  if  you’re  on  offense  or 
defense.  If  you  happen  to  get  the  ball, 
you  probably  couldn’t  do  anything  with 
it.  Bo  the  instructions  began  to  take 
shape  in  a  boy’s  life  by  helping  him  get 
in  the  proper  position.  The  lesson  that 
is  clearly  pertaining  to  those  of  us  who 


Magnificent  Instructions 
for  March  Madness 


are  the  children  of  God  is  that  we  need 
to  get  in  position,  where  He  wants  us  to 
be  and  when  He  wants  us  to  be  there. 
Only  then  can  He  use  us. 

The  second  word  of  instruc¬ 
tion  la  to  remember  the  goal 
never  moves.  What  an  incredible 
word.  Now  anybody  who  ever  played 
one  game  of  basketball  surely  knows 
that  the  goal  on  either  end  of  the  court 
is  fixed  and  never  changes.  Through¬ 
out  the  game  they  stay  right  in  place 
and  everything  that  happens  revolves 


and  everything  that  happens  revolves 
around  staying  focused  on  a  coal.  The 
unchanging  lesson  for  the  children 
of  God  is  similar,  that  the  kingdom 
work  that  Jesus  has  called  us  to  never 
changes.  Make  disciples  of  all  nations, 
baptizing,  teaching,  reaching.  Now  on 
the  basketball  court,  everything  else  is 
moving  and  active.  The  members  of 
both  teams  are  running  every  direction 
and  running  plays  back  and  forth.  The 
referees  are  running  up  and  down  the 


court  to  catch  someone  committing 
afoul.  Even  the  coaches  on  the  side¬ 
line  are  waving  their  arms  and  yelling 
instructions  and  moving  about,  but  the 
goal  never  moves.  Sometimes  it  might 
ao  us  a  world  of  good  if  we  just  stopped 
and  considered  this  word  of  instruction. 
Sometimes  church  members  are  running 
in  all  directions,  jumping  up  and  down, 
upset  about  something,  running  to  each 
other,  running  away  from  people,  and 
like  in  the  middle  of  a  heated  game  it 
may  look  like  chaos  but  great  ptevers 
and  winning  teams  never  lose  sight  of 
the  fact  that  the  goal  never  moves. 

A  third  bit  of  wisdom  was,  al¬ 
ways  remember  you  are  one  move 
from  the  next  shot.  Now  think  about 
that.  Whether  you’re  getting  a  pass 
from  someone  or  whether  you  are  tn 
ing  to  steal  the  ball,  in  a  split  second 
you  need  to  know  where  you  are  and  be 
ready  to  ds  the  most  important  think  in 
the  game  -  shoot  and  score.  The  ch  id 


of  God  ought  to  live  in  constant  aware¬ 
ness  that  a  moment  of  time  may  be 
most  opportune  to  share  the  good  news 
of  Jesus  with  someone.  It  could  be  at 
work.  It  could  be  at  school.  It  could  be 
in  church  together,  and  with  the  snap  of 
your  fingers,  everything  is  right  for  you 
to  take  the  shot.  You  don’t  need  to  miss 
it.  For  God  Himself  has  placed  you 
there  so  stay  ready. 

One  fimd  thought  of  basketball 
and  spiritual  instruction  would 
be  that  you  always  need  to  know 
where  tne  other  nine  players  are. 
No,  it's  not  a  matter  of  you  keeping 
up  with  your  four  teammates  or  even 
trying  to  keep  up  with  the  five  who  are 
playing  on  the  opposing  side;  you  need 
to  stay  alert  and  aware  of  where  ev¬ 
erybody  is.  Whether  they  are  on  your 
side  or  against  you,  they  can  make  a 
difference  in  your  life.  Sometimes  I 
see  Christians  who  only  keep  up  with 
their  little  group.  They  ignore  other 
people.  They  are  disconnected  and  un 
caring  about  some  of  them  and  there 
they  are  huddled  with  one  or  two  or 
three  feel-good  friends  and  they  miss 
out,  not  omy  on  the  opportunity  to 
know  people  better  and  have  a  greater 
relationship,  but  they  miss  out  on  the 
bigger  blessing  of  having  opportunity 
to  be  a  blessing. 

I’m  not  encouraging  you  to  find  time 
to  sit  back  and  drink  in  all  the  March 
Madness  basketball  games  that  are 
going  on;  that  may  not  appeal  to  you  at 
all,  but  I  do  want  to  encourage  you  to 
look  at  these  basketball  instructions  as 
they  take  hold  of  the  spiritual  dimen¬ 
sions  of  our  life  so  that  we  can  be  more 
effective  and  truly  be  winners  in  the 
Lord’s  work. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  di¬ 
rections®  mbcb.org. 


College 

News 

►  The  William  Carey  Uni¬ 
versity  Fail  School  of  Nurs¬ 
ing  was  named  the  School 
otNursing  of  the  Year  and 
Dr.  Janet  Williams,  Car¬ 
ey’s  dean  of  nursing,  was 
named  School  of  Nursing 
Administrator  of  the  Year 
by  the  Mississippi  Nurses’ 
Association  during  the  an¬ 
nual  Nightingale  Awards 
Gaia  in  Jackson  on  March 
2.  The  Nightingale  Awards 
are  sponsored  by  the  asso¬ 
ciation  and  the  Mississippi 
Nurses’  Foundation  to 
honor  outstanding  nurses 
and  health  care  profes¬ 
sionals.  The  swards  are 
known  as  the  “Academy 
Awards*  of  quality  service 
in  the  nursing  and  health 
care  industry. 

>  Mississippi  College  is 
hosting  its  Spring  Preview 
Day  Apr.  U.  Visitors  can 
expect  a  welcome  at  9:30 
a.m.;  visit  classes  st  11 
a  m.;  lunch;  an  open  house 
st  Providence  Hill  farm 
at  2  p.m.;  and  a  baseball 
game  at  2  p.m.  For  more 
information  and  registra¬ 
tion,  visit  www.mc.edu/ 
previewday  or  call  (601) 
925-3800. 


Just  for  the  Record 


TERRY'S  CREEK  CHURCH, 

Unde  Gabby  (Charles  Davis)  | 


LIBERTY  CHURCH,  PONTO¬ 
TOC,  surprised  their  pastor  Har¬ 
vey  Seweil  and  his  wife  Linda  with 
a  celebration  of  their  40  years  in 
ministry  Feb.  22. 


The  children  of  BRANCH  CHURCH,  MORTON,  performed 
a  drama.  Marvelous  Light.  Mar.  1.  Shown  sreVaden  Latham, 
Alyssa  Ainsworth,  Hunter  Ainsworth,  Staci  Herrington,  and 
McKenzie  Ainsworth. 


UA,  hosted  the  Pika  Association  senior  adult  totorvtines  luncheon, 
the  program.  LaNfeme  Summerlin,  pastor  Sieve  dark,  AMO. 


In  other  Church 
News: 

►  Rawls  Springs  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  will  host  s 
bonfire  and  cookout  Mar. 
22,  5  p.m. 

►  First  Church,  Stonewall, 

will  host  a  reception  hon¬ 
oring  Nina  Rigaon  for  her 
many  years  of  mission  ser¬ 
vice  Mar.  29,  2  -  4  p.m. 

►  Embrace  Church,  Forest, 

is  holding  its  launch  service 
Mar.  22, 10  a.m. 

►  First  Church,  Crystal 
Springs,  is  hosting  a  veter¬ 
an’s  special  recognition  pro¬ 
gram  Mar.  21,  6  p.m. 

►  The  Oktibbeha  County/ 
Golden  Triangle  Associa¬ 
tion  WMU  spring  meeting 
will  be  held  Mar.  23  at  Fel¬ 
lowship  Church,  Starkville, 
y  a.m.  -  noon.  Covered  dish 
lunch.  Sarah  Hardin,  former 
missionary  to  Guatemala 
and  coordinator  for  inter¬ 
national  ministry  at  Missis¬ 
sippi  State’s  BSU,  guest 
speaker, 

►  Shiloh  Church,  Veiden, 

will  host  the  Revelations  in 
concert  Mar.  22,  10:30  a.m 
Love  offering.  Doug  Warren, 
pastor. 
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CONNECT  CAMPS 

MBCB  STUDENT  CONNICT  CAMPS 

A  TRADITION  OF  EXCELLENCE  AT  AN  AFFORDABLE  PRICE 

3  CAMPS  TO  CHOOSE  FROM  M  201 5 

SESSION  t  JUNE  8  -  11  CENTRAL  HILLS  RETREAT 

SESSION  II.  JUNE  11-14  CENTRAL  HIUS  RETREAT 

SESSION  Ut  JUNE  15-18  BLUE  MOUNTAW  COLLEGE 

'CAMPS  BEGIN  ON  THE  WEST  DAY  WITH 
BE&STKATION  2-4  PM  AND  ENDS  WITH 
BREAKFAST  ON  THE  LAST  DAY. 


For  more  information  contact  the  Dlscipleship/Family  Ministry 
Dept,  at  800-748-1651 ,  Ext.  2S3.  or  601-292-3283, 

E-moll:  redwardsDmbcb.org. 


FBC,  Natchez 

Tuesday,  May  26 


bpeaker 

DAVID  ELDRIDGE 


Adult 
Leader 

MATT  BRINKLEY 


July  1 3- 
Mississippi  Colic 

•assupersu! 


SGniOR  ADULT 
DRY  RETREATS 


Worsh 


Lead 


MATT  PAPA 


For  more  information 
contact  the  Disdoleship/ 
Family  Ministry  Dept  at 
800-748-1651,  Ext.  283,  or 
601  292-3283. 


For  more  information  contact  the 
Disdpleship/Family  Ministry  Dept,  of  the  MBCB 
at  601-292-3284,  E-mail  dbrashierOmbcb.org 


MISSISSIPPI 

ILACK 

CHURCH 


sttM 


Rt'qist r  .ition 


:D) 


Session  1: 

*  Session  2:  j 

Session  3:  June  .24 

COST  PER  CAMPER  AND  COUNSELOR  IS  $160 


Sponsored  by  the* 
800-748  16S1, 


fay  School  Dept.,  MBCB 
291  c:day  *  mbcb.org 


mmmam 


J  v/  /i 


BOLD 

.'.tit  — 

DISCIPLE 


EtKOurag*  your  dMMCb  Hbfartan  to  g«t  away  from  K  aN  and  Join 
oth*r  librarians  at  th«  Church  Library  Ministry  Retreat. 


Wt  still  have  room! 


J«5t,  firt  37A  or  *0129*3379,  or  E-mail  at 


OASIS  2015 


Looking  for  your  next  missions  project?  Weil,  wo  hope  you  wiM 
consider  the  OASIS  201 5  Project  On  October  22-26,  2015,  a  retreat 
for  single  career  missionaries  will  take  piece  in  Malaysia.  The  purpose 
of  the  retreat  is  to  provide  opportunities  for  worship,  fellowship,  and 
encouragement.  More  than  85%  of  the  single  missionaries  serving  m 
this  area  of  the  world  are  women.  Since  our  missionaries  attend  this 
retreat  at  their  own  expense,  we  want  to  say  'dtankyou*  to  them  for 
their  service  by  sponsoring  their  parttdpstion  in  the  retreat  this  year. 
The  coat  per  person  is  $900  and  this  includes  ei  their  expenses  AM 
donors  wMI  be  provided  the  name  (or  initials)  of  a  missionary  so  you 
can  pray  for  them  during  the  retreat  The  DtADUM  t*  pertfdpete 
la  Apt#  2,  Jtlf.  Because  of  the  logistics  of  this  event  (pine  tickets, 
etc  ...)  an  early  deadline  had  to  be  set  Thank  you  for  understanding! 

We  hope  that  you  wM  prayerfully  lead  your  group  or  church  to  help 
sponsor  e  missionary  to  attend  this  year's  OASIS  event  This  is  an 
opportunity  for  us  to  remind  these  tingles  that  they  have  not  been 
forgotten  end  that  m  ere  indeed  holding  the  ropes  for  them,  for 
more  Information  contact  Km  flhodai  Director  of  Meow 


SPRinG  AREA 
SEDIOR  RALLIES 


Monday,  March  23 

FBC,  Tupelo 

Thursday,  March  26 

FBC,  VanCleave 

Tuesday,  April  7 

FBC,  Philadelphia  < 

Thursday,  April  9 

FBC,  Brookhaven 


292-3284,  E-mail 


dbrashier@mbcb.org 


BLUE  MOUNTAIN  COLLEGE  »  April  20 

WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY  •  April  21 

MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE  •  April  22 

FEATURED  PRESENTERS:  Daniel  Caldwell,  Ronald 
Meeks,  Wayne  VanHom,  Steve  Stone 


&74**U4l! toL 


calling  to  vocational  ministry. 

For  more  Information  vtett  us  at: 

vA»^.mbcb.o*o/Cfxich<)rov^/pc»tof4eade»jhip<J0v«lopment^T*iWites 

OR  contact  the  Pastor/Uadenhip  Development  Dept,  at 
800-746-1661,  Ext.  906. 601-292-9306,  or  E-mail  at 
cwtaylorOmbcb.org 


rum 
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MEDICARE 

Supplement 


TDC  QBAD  WBTEE  QBAN  WAA  QBA  WFD 


EX  JTD  MFJZDK  ZD  T  MEFSC  GZQB 


RFGAO  TDC  KOATQ  KEFON 


ESIA  QGADQN-FDA:  QGADQN-WAPAD 


Clue:  E  =  l 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  .tames  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  subsi  itution .  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  punk:  Hebrews  12:7  v 

By  Charles  Marx,  f  932-2004.©  2005 


Religious  freedom  lawyer  not  fill  out  a  form  required  by 
Mark  Rjenzi  called  the  justices'  the  government, 
order  “a  strong  signal  that  the  In  August,  HHS  issued  its 
Supreme  Court  will  ultimately  eighth  rules  revision  in  three 
reject  the  government’s  narrow  years  following  the  Supreme 
view  of  religious  liberty."  Court  actions.  Tne  latest  regula- 

“This  is  a  major  blow  to  the  tions  provide  a  non-profit  with 
federal  government's  contra-  the  option  of  notifying  HHS  in 
ception  mandate,"  said  Rienzi.  writing  of  its  religious  objec- 
senior  counsel  of  the  Becket  tion  to  providing  coverage  of  all 
Fund  for  Religious  Liberty  in  contraceptives  or  those  tnat  are 
Washington,  D.C.,  which  has  potentially  abortion -causing, 
led  the  diverse  effort  challeng-  In  response,  the  federal  gov- 
mg  the  mandate.  emment  will  notify  the  insurer 

“For  the  past  year,  the  Notre  or  a  third-party  administrator 
Dame  decision  has  been  the  it  is  responsible  for  providing 
centerpiece  of  the  government’s  employees  of  the  non-profit 
effort  to  force  religious  minis-  with  payments  to  cover  the 
tries  to  violate  their  beliefs  or  services.  The  new  version  no 
pay  fines  to  the  [Internal  Rev-  longer  requires  the  non-profit 
enue  Service]."  to  authorize  the  government  to 

The  Seventh  Circuit’s  nil-  contact  its  insurer 
ing  against  Notre  Dame  left  The  ERLC  and  other  foes  of 
the  university  as  the  only  non-  the  mandate  and  its  failure  to 
profit  religious  ministry  in  the  protect  the  conscience  rights 
country  without  legal  protec-  of  employers  strongly  criticized 
tion  from  the  abortion/contra-  the  latest  revision, 
ception  mandate,  according  to  The  new  option  does  not 
the  Becket  Fund.  eliminate  the  moral  objection 

Four  months  after  the  Sev-  by  religious  organizations, 
enth  Circuit’s  decision,  the  Moore  said  in  October  com- 
Supreme  Court  upheld  the  ob-  ments  filed  with  HHS.  “Non- 
jections  of  Hobby  Lobby,  the  exempt  religious  organiza- 
nationwide  retail  chain  owned  tions  which  object  to  providing 
by  evangelical  Christians,  and  abort ifacients  on  moral  and 
Conestoga  Wood  Specialties,  religious  grounds  are  still  the 
a  Pennsylvania  cabinet-mak-  conduit  by  which  employees 
ing  company  owned  by  pro-  receive  the  drugs  and  devices/ 
life  Mennonites.  he  wrote. 

The  high  court  justices  ruled  “Non-exempt  organizations 

the  HHS  mandate  did  not  are  unable  to  comply  with  the 
protect  the  conscience  rights  rules,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
of  “closely  held"  for-Drofit  maintain  fidelity  to  their  reli- 

companies,  such  as  family  gious  beliefs,"  Moore  said.  “The 


SUPER  DISCOUNT  RATES  FOR  MMISTE-  AFFORDABLE  BEACHSKME  VACATION 
RIAL  AND  CHRST1AN  FAMLJES  AT  CONDOS.  Gulf  Shorn  &  Orange  Beach. 

PREMIER  RESORTS— MYRTLE  BEACH  AL  Rant  dead  from  Chneton  FamSy 

AND  PIGEON  FORGE.  Hundreds  of  (tolars  Owners  lowest  pnees  on  the  Beat*  www 
below  resort  summer  rates  CALL  NOW  gufchorascondos  00m  206-56*4368  206- 
865210 111S  752-1231. 251-752-2366. 

STAINED  GLASS:  new  windows  and  GATUNBURG  RENTALS.  C abn  $95  one 
repairs.  Hopper  Stoned  Glass.  Jackson  and  Condo  $75**e  Contact  832  922  0401 

601-5024202. _  or  E-ntol  pd*4790Qattnet  for  ntormaeor 

CHURCH  BUSES  FOR  SALE  - 1996  Ford  andbootoig  _ 

Oiaaai.  appraoad  at  $8,000;  1909  Nama-  GET  TNE  BEST  RATES  ON:  Health 
tor*  DaaM,  unto*  at  $12000  Bott  in  insurra  »d  Mefeare  Supplements  Ca» 
worNno  onto.  Ptot  Wtpotobte  Brandon  1-900-541-8196  or  vMH  wwwTumerWsuran- 
araa  CM  601-829-1004  tff  otOnine.com 

FOR  SALE  -  5  toot  Pfcrttzer  baby  grand  NORM  BOOKBMOMG  COMPANY.  MC.. 
pwno,  approx  20  yaws  old  to  working  order  OLD  BBLE8  REBOUNO  Atoo,  church  but- 
bU needs  some  Mtonion  CH80143-1004  irfns  and  hymrtos  For  more  ^formation  caH 
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MBCB  STUDENT  CONNICT  CAMPS 

A  TRADITION  OF  BXCIUINCK 
AT  AN  AFFORDABLK  PRICf  — ' 


CONNECT  CAMPS 


By  Ken  Hall 
Correspondent 

Our  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board  (MBCB)  Stu¬ 
dent  Connect  Camps,  formerly 
known  as  Youth  Week  when 
held  at  the  now-dosed  Gulf- 
shore  Assembly  in  Pass  Chris¬ 
tian,  are  almost  filled  for  this 
summer  but  there  is  still  plenty 
of  space  at  the  Blue  Mountain 
College  (BMC)  camp  location. 

The  date  for  the  Blue  Moun¬ 
tain  College  camp  is  June  15-18. 
The  cost  is  only  $175  per  person 
and  offers  an  exciting  range  of 
camp  activities  on  the  beautiful 
campus  of  BMC,  one  of  our  three 
Mississippi  Baptist  institutions 
of  higher  learning. 


Featuring  an  engaging  large 
group  worship  experience  as 
well  as  small  group  Bible  stud¬ 
ies  and  lots  of  fun  and  unique 
activities,  Connect  Camps  are 
designed  to  introduce  students 
to  Jesus  Christ  and  help  develop 
followers  into  bold  disciples. 

Connect  Camps  are  unique  m 
that  campers  are  able  to  engage 
with  die  camp  staff  on  a  more 
personal  leva  because  of  the 
smaller  size.  Our  speakers  and 
leaders  all  participate  alongside 
campers  in  all  areas  of  camp  life. 

.  The  BMC  camp  will  be  led  by 
camp  pastor  Todd  Core,  minister 
to  students  at  First  Church,  Co¬ 
lumbus.  The  Chris  Lavton  Band 
from  Southaven  will  be  leading 
worship.  Gary  Permenter  of  Co- 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  m  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events  that 
take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and 
activities  for  secular  or  outside  organizations 
will  not  be  published. 

Preferred  method:  news  may  be  submitted 
electronically  to  the  emed  address  below,  end 
must  be  included  in  the  message  segment  of 
an  email  form.  Secondary  method:  news  may 
be  typewritten  or  needy  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
11-inch  paper  and  mailed  All  articles  must  be 
received  in  writing:  no  articles  will  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone.  Due  to  ever-present  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  m  JPEG  format  ere 
permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise  Include  the 
who.  what,  when,  where  details  of  the  story, 
along  with  a  contact  person  s  address  end 
telephone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronical^ 


via  e-mail,  as  attachments  in  JPEG  format.  Hard 
copy  photographs  mailed  through  the  postal 
service  wii  not  be  accepted.  Photographs  must 
be  dear,  sharp,  and  welMighted.  Photographs 
must  depict  people  No  landscape-,  building-,  or 
object-only  photographs  wi  be  primed. 
Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 
and  objectionable  clothing  will  not  be  published 
oew  pnooe  pnotograpns  ana  oinsf  low  resoi unon 
items  that  do  not  reproduce  well  on  newsprint 
ere  generally  not  publishable 

There  «  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/ 
or  photographs  wr«  be  pubtshed,  and  unsolicited 
materiel  writ  not  be  acknowledged  or  returned 
AM  news  item  are  subject  to  editing,  and  el 
photographs  are  subject  to  cropping.  News  Items 
end/or  photographs  can  be  pubtohed  one  time 
Orly  Deadline  lor  submitting  news  is  one  week 
prior  to  requested  publication  date.  Articles  that 
are  not  date-sensitive  w*  be  published  on  e 
space  available  bests.  These  guidelines  ere  not 
meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  raws  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P.0.  Box 
630.  Jackson.  MS  392060630.  FAX:  (601)  292- 


Camp  session  at 
Garaywa  cancelled 


JACKSON,  Me.  (Special)  - 

The  Missions  Camp  session 
for  girls  scheduled  July  20-24 
at  Garaywa  Camp  and  Con¬ 
ference  Center  in  Clinton  has 
been  cancelled.  The  week  was 
previously  listed  in  the  House¬ 
tops  section  of  The  Baptist  Re¬ 
cord  on  Feb.  18  and  March  5. 


There  will  be  five  full 
weeks  of  Missions  Camp  fo 
girls  at  Garaywa  this  sum 
mer,  beginning  Juu  8  and 
ending  with  July7 17.  for 
more  information  on  the 
Garaywa  summer  schedule, 
visit  garaywa.org  or  call 

(601)  924-7034. 


Student  Connect  Camps 
offer  fun,  spiritual  growth 


lumbus  &  a  seminar  leader  and 
will  be  serving  as  director  of  ac¬ 
tivities  for  the  week. 

If  you’ve  been  looking  for  a 
camp  for  your  students  in  grades 
six  through  12,  this  camp  is  for 
you.  For  more  information  or  to 
register,  contact  Rene  Edwards 
m  the  MBCB  Thscipteship  and 
Family  Ministry  Department. 
Telephone.  (601)  202-3283  or 
toll-bee  outside  Jackson  (800) 
748-1651,  ext  283.  E-mail:  red- 
wards@mbcb.org . 

Registration  is  also  available 
online  at  mbcbxNqg, 

Hall  is  a  consultant  in  the 
Disdpleship  and  Family  Min¬ 
istry  Department  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


MBC'B  sets  change 
in  facsimile  number 


JACKSON.  Ms.  (Special) 

-  The  main  facsimile  tele¬ 
phone  number  for  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  (MBCB)  in  Jackson  has 
changed,  as  part  of  an  ongo¬ 
ing  effort  to  obtain  improved 
communications  services  at 
a  reduced  cost.  Effective  im¬ 
mediately,  the  main  facsimile 
telephone  number  is  (601) 
714-7419. 


The  old  main  facsimile  tele¬ 
phone  number  printed  in  die 
2015  Baptist  Diary,  on  some  sta¬ 
tionery,  and  in  other  MBCB  pub¬ 
lications  is  no  longer  in  service. 
Some  MBCB  departments  may 
also  have  recently  experienced 
change?  in  facsimile  numbers. 
Those  departments  can  be  con¬ 
tacted  for  more  information  at 
(601)  968-3800  or  toll-free  out¬ 
side  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 


Need  a  light? 


k  ui  luliuMs  iiu  \»»li  not  walk 
in  darkness  hm  will  have  (lie 
light  oflife."  1  John  S :  1 2 » 

>l\  share  the  follow tug 'prayer 
willi  (*od  m  \ our  own  words: 


the  1  iglit  « < »  In  conn  1  hihJrcu  of  (,o<l».  1  \t  n  to 
those  who  In-line  in  his  name.’'  (John  1 :  1 2 1 
If  vnu  rqake  a  decision  for  (  hrist  twlui.  contact  a 
local  SnuihcAi  Baptist  church  lor  spiritual  guidance. 
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Compassion  for  the  Lost  •  Obadiah  1:1-4 ,  10-17 


What  is  your  heartbeat  for  those  who 
are  without  Christ?  What  about  those 
who  flagrantly  oppose  Christ?  What  are 
your  feelings  about  those  who  terrorize 
Christians?  Is  there  room  for  compas¬ 
sion  for  any  of  these?  _ _ 

Obadiah  reveals  a  word  of  caution  to 
the  Edomites  as  they  stood  by  watch¬ 
ing  and  gloating  ^ver  the  destruction  of 
Jetusalem.  That  same  word  should  be 
headed  by  Christians  who  stand  in  judg¬ 
ment  when  hard  times  come  upon  those 
who  deny  God  as  if  to  say  “They  got  what 
they  deserved."  They  should  be  think¬ 
ing,  “Except  for  the  grace  of  God  that 
could  be  roe." 

There  are  strong  lessons  to  be  learned 
from  Obadiah. 

Check  Your  Arrogance 
(Obadiah  1-4) 

"Behold,  I  will  make  you  small 
among  the  nations,  you  will  be  greatly 
despised"  (v.2  NKJV) 

It  has  been  said  many  times  by  many 
people,  “pride  comes  before  the  fail".  But 
the  prideful  seem  slow  to  listen.  Oba¬ 
diah  tells  the  EdoTiites  all  the  nations 
will  come  against  t  iein  because  of  their 
arrogance.  While  'hey  thought  they  had 
a  secure  place  in  rocky  highlands,  with 
many  hiding  places  and  secure  posi¬ 
tions,  they  were  warned  that  they  would 
be  brought  down  with  the  wrath  of  God 
using  godless  people.  Though  you  as¬ 


cend  as  high  as  the  eagle.. .from  there  I 
wiB  bring  you  down."  (v.4) 

God  speaks  to  everyone  who  is 
caught  up  in  their  boasting  and  pride. 
It  matters  not  how  rich,  how  power¬ 
ful,  how  high  and  mighty  we  might  be¬ 
come. ..God  is  greater  and  His  judgment 
is  s  rict  and  Anal. 

Show  Mercy  and  Grace 
(Obadiah  10-14) 

"You 
should  not 
have  gazed 
on  the  day 
of  your 
brother  in 
the  day  of 
his  cap¬ 
tivity,  nor 
should  you 
have  re¬ 
joiced  over 
the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Judah."  (v.  12  NKJV) 

The  Edomites  stood  by  gloating, 
gazing  upon  the  people  of  Judah  as 
they  were  overrun  and  taken  into 
captivity.  Rather  than  standing  with 
them  and  offering  assistance,  they 
remained  at  a  distance  in  their  place 
of  safety,  and  even  delivered  up  those 
who  remained  to  their  adversaries. 
They  showed  no  mercy  and  for  that 
they  would  be  held  accountable. 


In  the  Parable  of  the  Good  Samari¬ 
tan,  Jesus  relates  the  story  of  man  going 
from  Jerusalem  to  Jericho  and  was  at¬ 
tacked,  beaten  and  left  for  dead  A  priest 
and  a  Levite  came  by,  looked  and  passed 
on  the  other  side.  They  remained  safe 
while  the  man  was  left  for  dead.  But  a 
Samaritan,  despised  by  Jews,  came  by 
and  ministered  to  the  man.  Jesus  said 
the  Samaritan  showed  himself  to  be 
compassionate,  not  the  Jews. 

When 


Explore  ti  e 


with  Kiefy  D 


people,  at¬ 
tacked  by 
culture 
and  life¬ 
style,  left 
to  fend 
for  them¬ 
selves  any 
way  they 
can. ..what 
should  be 

our  attitude  and  action?  We  are  called  to 
give  a  hand  up.  not  just  a  hand  out.  We 
are  not  to  stand  in  judgment  of  their  life¬ 
style.  We  are  to  show  mercy  and  grace. 

Live  in  Hope  (Obadiah  if) 

“But  on  Mount  Zion  there  shall  be 
deliverance,  and  there  shall  be  holiness, 
(v.  17  NKJV) 

Psalm  48:2  "Beardful  in  elevation, 
the  joy  of  the  whole  earth,  is  Mount 


Zion  on  the  sides  of  the  north,  the  city 
of  the  great  King*  (NKJV) 

Obadiah  declares  there  is  a  day 
coming  on  Mount  Zion  when  the  sav¬ 
ing  work  of  our  Redeemer  shall  reign 
as  proclaimed  to  be  the  only  hope  for 
a  world  in  distress.  Obadiah  is  looking 
forward  to  that  day.  He  says  it  is  only 
to  those  who  put  their  trust  in  the  work 
of  the  Lord,  not  in  their  earthly  posi¬ 
tion,  who  will  experience  the  redeem¬ 
ing  grace  of  God. 

We  live  in  a  culture  that  is  blinded 
by  self-proclaimed  tolerance,  the  word 
of  a  new  generation.  We  are  asked  to 
be  tolerant  of  all  belief  systems,  even 
those  who  boastfully  stand  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  God.  Just  as  Obadiah  spoke 
strong  to  the  Edomites,  God’s  Word  to¬ 
day  speaks  to  all  who  would  say  “Jesus 
is  the  only  Way"  is  foolish  and  intoler¬ 
ant.  It  is  Jesus  Himself  who  said  "I  am 
the  truth,  the  way,  and  the  life.  No  one 
comes  to  the  Father  except  through 
Me."  (John  14:6  NKJV) 

All.. .who  have  ever  lived  on  the  face 
of  the  earth  will  one  day  stand  before  the 
King  of  Kings  and  be  judged,  for  salva¬ 
tion  or  as  believers  for  our  service  to  our 
King.  We  must  have  compassion  for  all. 

Young  is  retired  Sunday  School  Di¬ 
rector.  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  and  a  member  of  Ridgecrest 
Church,  Madison. 


Teachings  Like  No  Other*  Mark  1:21-22 and  10:17-22 


Jesus,  the  One  prophesied  like  no 
other  and  born  miraculously  like  no 
other,  daily  displayed  power  like  no 
other.  During  His  days  on  Earth,  He 
also  delivered  teachings  like  no  other, 

Luke  2  tells  us  that  by  age  twelve, 
Jesus  was  found  sitting  in  the  great 
temple  in  Jerusalem  listening  to  the 
teachers  of  the  Law,  asking  them  in¬ 
teractive  dialogue  questions,  causing 
them  to  shake  their  heads  in  spiritual 
wonder.  Jesus  helped  write  their  Holy 
Scripture  Scrolls  as  a  full  partner  with 
Trinity  Publishing  Company.  He  would 
have  made  a  big  easy  New  Orleans  “A+" 
in  Dr.  George  Harrison’s  Old  Testament 
seminary  class.  Dispatched  on  an  earth¬ 
ly  special  assignment  by  His  Father, 
The  Word  of  God  was  about  to  write  the 
gospels  by  living  out  His  life. 

Eighteen  years  later,  Jesus  began  His 
public  ministry.  He  called  12  disciples, 
giving  them  three  imperatives:  come 
and  see,  follow  Me  then  go  and  tell. 
Faithful  disciples  come  ana  walk  with 
The  Master,  learn  from  His  teachings 
and  become  apostles  sent  out  with  His 
message.  His  goal  was  to  develop  life¬ 
long  (never  graduating)  committed  stu¬ 
dents  of  His  teachings  and  His  Word. 
They  take  that  Word  and  share  It  with 
others  who  can  become  disciples  then 
apostles.  Jesus  came  to  teach  life.  His 
tenure  is  eternal. 


Mark  1:21-22  describes  Jesus  in  the 
synagogue  In  Capernaum.  On  Sab¬ 
bath,  He  took  His brand  new  disciples 
with  Him  to  worship.  They  heard  Him 
teach.  Along  with  all  the  other  listeners, 
they  were  completely  “amazed”  which 
means  they  were  completely  struck  with 
wonder-filled  shock.  Unlike  their  local 
scribes  and  teachers,  Jesus  taught  as 
though  He  had  full  authority  and  that’s 
because  He  did!  Their  hometown  scribes 
could  only  make  hand  written  copies  of 
The  Origi¬ 


nal.  Their 
Senior  Pro¬ 
fessor  was 
there  to 
stimulate 
their  think¬ 
ing  toward 
a  profes¬ 
sion  of 
their  feith 
in  Him. 
They  would 


receive  their  un-eamed 


grade  only  if  He  got  the  credit 

Our  teaching  (like  no  other!)  mo¬ 
ment  is  recorded  in  Mark  to,  Matthew’ 
19  and  Luke  18.  Jesus  is  on  a  journey. 
That  journey  would  end  at  Calvary. 
Even  on  His  way  to  die,  Jesus  was  still 
reaching  out,  identifying  needs  and 
meeting  those  needs  while  calling  peo¬ 
ple  to  follow. 


A  man  approaches  Jesus.  Luke  iden¬ 
tifies  him  as  a  "certain  ruler."  Matthew 
says  that  he  is  "young."  Afl  three  passages 
describe  him  as  “very  rich."  Jesus  knew 
all  that,  even  before  this  rich  young  ruler 
ran  to  Him.  Mark  tells  us  that  he  knelt 
before  Jesus,  addressed  Him  as  "Good 
Teacher”  and  began  asking  a  question: 
"What  shall  I  do  to  inherit  eternal  life?" 

He  had  been  a  “commandment  keep¬ 
er"  all  his  life.  Like  so  many  other  “good 
people,"  he  thought  that  he  could  earn 
his  way  to 
Heaven  by 
keeping 
the  Mosaic 

in  for  Life  l  » 

,  n  he  was 

•kyBmwn  ]  \-  plagued 

with  a 

deeper 
need,  a 

dangerous 

spiritual  condition  called  MAD:  Mis¬ 
placed  Affections  Disease.  Keeping  the 
Law  might  assist  us  in  living  moral  lives, 
but  if  we  keep  the  Law  ana  miss  Jesus, 
we  are  terminally  ill  with  no  cure. 

This  young  man  was  in  love  with 
the  wrong  treasure.  His  desire  was  to 
have  and  hold  his  rightful  inheritance. 
He  could  not  hold  Jesus  personally  be¬ 
cause  he  was  holding  the  world  by  the 


tail  financially.  Jesus  would  later  tell 
the  disciples  that  the  large  amount  of 
money  was  not  the  problem.  Our  young 
man  wanted  his  money  more  than  he 
desired  a  relationship  with  Jesus:  that 
was  the  problem. 

Do  not  miss  this:  Jesus  loved  this 
man  with  “agape”  love.  Calvary  love, 
the  deepest  love  of  all.  Jesus  could  not 
keep  walking,  abandoning  him  in  that 
condition.  With  grace,  Jesus  presented 
the  opportunity  for  change.  He  revealed 
the  content  of  the  young  man's  heart  by 
pointing  straight  to  the  idol  of  his  life 
which  stood  between  him  and  spiritual 
healing,  “Sell  everything,  give  that  mon¬ 
ey  to  the  poor  and  come  walk  My  road." 

The  young  man  heard  the  words  of 
Jesus,  mmediately  grew  sorrowful  but 
refused  to  acknowledge  the  truth.  This 
Greek  word  for  "sorrowful"  also  means 
sad,  gloomy,  depressed,  angry,  grudg¬ 
ingly.  Worst  of  all,  he  “went  away  from" 
the  Teacher.  This  is  not  a  good  direction 
to  take,  especially  when  the  teacher  is 
Jesus.  Jesus  healed  physically  sick  peo¬ 
ple.  but  those  who  were  spiritually  sick 
had  to  surrender  in  order  to  be  com¬ 
pletely  healed.  When  we  truly  meet  Je¬ 
sus,  the  Teacher  like  no  other,  we  walk 
away  changed. 

Brown  is  staff  evangelist,  First 
Church ,  Richland. 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 


►  Holly  Church,  Alcorn  Asso¬ 
ciation:  Revival,  Mar.  22-25; 
Stra.,  8:45  a.m.,  11  a.m.  and  6 


pm.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  6:30  pm., 
Steve  Hale,  speaker,  Bob  Smith, 
music:  John  Boler.  pastor. 


►  First  Church,  Boyle  Reviv¬ 
al,  Mar.  25  -  28;  7p.m.  nightly; 
speakers.  Gabby  Hays,  Wed.; 
John  Shackleford,  Thurs.;  Kev¬ 
in  Franklin,  FrL;  Guy  Burke, 
Sat.;  Russell  Steadman,  musir. 


►  First  Church,  Stonewall: 

Revival,  Mar.  22-25;  Sun., 
Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  10:50  a.m.,  followed  by 
potluck  lunch  and  6  p.m.;  Mon. 
-  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Randell  Creel, 


speaker,  Lee  Robinson,  music. 
)►  Airport  Church,  Granada: 
Revival  Mar.  22  -  25;  7  p.m. 
nightly;  Kevin  Crofford,  speak¬ 
er;  special  music  nightly;  John 
Lancaster,  pastor. 
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More  television  on  the  way 
from  Downey/Burnett  team 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Actress 
and  producer  Roma  Downey 
and  reality  TV  show  producer 
Mark  Burnett  recently  shared 
with  media  professionals 
about  the  making  of  A.D.:  The 
Bible  Continues,  their  follow¬ 
up  project  to  the  popular  TV 
senes  The  Bible. 

The  newest  series  is  a  12- 
part  continuation  of  The  Bible 
that  portrays  the  history  of  the 
early  church  according  to  the' 
first  10  chapters  of  Acts.  The 
series  will  air  on  NBC  begin¬ 
ning  Easter,  April  5. 

Filmed  in  Morocco,  A.D. 
will  delve  into  the  book  of 
Acts  in  an  effort  to  show  the 
humanity  and  true  character 
of  the  apostles,  as  well  as  their 
devotion  to  take  the  Gospel  to 
the  world  no  matter  the  cost. 
The  persecution  of  the  early 
church  and  its  growth  are 
also  highlighted. 

“We  pulled  from  history  and 
Acts  using  scholars  from  both 
areas  and  wove  it  together 
into  a  cool,  rela table,  true,  and 
compelling  story  so  people  can 
see  what  the  early  church  was 
like."  said  Downey  during  the 
National  Religious  Broadcast¬ 
ers  (NRB)  convention  in  Nash¬ 
ville  on  Feb.  23-26. 

NRB  president  and  chief 
executive  officer  Jerry  John¬ 
son,  former  dean  and  staffer 
at  both  Southern  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  and  Midw^»t- 
era  Seminary  in  Kansas  City. 
Mo.,  commended  Downey  and 
Burnett  for  their  research  and 
efforts  to  capture  an  accurate 
portrayal  of  the  historical  and 
political  setting. 

Burnett  noted  the  charac¬ 
ters  in  A.D.  look  much  like 
people  in  today’s  society.  Ac¬ 
knowledging  tne  Roman  Em¬ 
pire  was  a  melting  pot  in  its 
day,  Burnett  said  this  cast  is 
more  diverse. 

Burnett  credited  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  this  latest  senes  to 
the  success  of  The  Bible,  which 
drew  100  million  viewers.  “In 
Canada,  The  Bible  series  even 
beat  out  hockey,”  he  said,  hop- 


A/oJfas7/<awEr 


\  SAMUEL  14:6 


A  Free  Conference  for  Bi  Vocational  and 
Smaller  Church  Membership  Ministers 


BURNETT  (LEFT)  AND  DOWNEY 


ing  it  will  continue  to 


A.D.  series. 

Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  President  Ronnie  Floyd, 
who  also  spoke  during  the 
NRB  conference,  endorsed  the 
new  TV  series  in  a  statement. 
“A.D.  is  Biblically  based,  his¬ 
torically  supported,  and  cre¬ 
atively  integrated  as  an  epic 
story  that  will  captivate  gen¬ 
erations  globally,"  ne  said. 

Burnett  said,  “Christians 
need  to  be  noisier  in  regards 
to  letting  Hollywood  know 
what  we  want."  Devon  Frank¬ 
lin,  a  Hollywood  producer  who 
just  formed  his  own  company 
to  make  God-honoring  films, 
echoed  Burnett’s  sentiment 
during  the  conference. 

"The  power  of  our  unified 
voices  (as  believers)  is  impor¬ 
tant.  The  biggest  wayfs]  we 
vote  (are)  when  you  turn  on 
your  TV  and  pay  fftf  ybur  mov¬ 
ies  at  the  box  office,  so  choose 
those  that  honor  God.” 

The  series  begins  with  the 
crucifixion  and  resurrection 
of  Jesus,  and  then  chroni¬ 


cles  an  intense  time  in  his 


tory.  Downey  refers  to  it  as, 
"A  time  filled  with  enormous 
faith,  persecution,  brutal  Ro¬ 
man  oppression,  and  the  des¬ 
perate  Jewish  revolt  —  a  time 
when  history  would  be 
changed  forever." 

Downey  said  she  hopes  God 
will  use  the  new  series  for  His 
glory.  She  said  Rick  Warren, 
pastor  of  Saddleback  Church 
in  Lake  Forest,  Ca.,  and  author 
of  The  Purpose  Driven  life, 
warned  her,  "The  most  dan¬ 
gerous  prayer  you  can  pray  is, 
Xord,  use  roe  —  because  He 
might  just  answer  you.” 

Botn  Downey  and  Burnett 
said  they  encountered  spiri¬ 
tual  warfare  last  year  as  they 
worked  on  the  new  series. 
Their  son  Cameron  collapsed 
while  they  were  filming  in 
Morocco  and  was  diagnosed 
with  a  brain  tumor.  Bur¬ 
nett  said  the  family  contin¬ 
ues  to  “covet  the  prayers  of 
God’s  people.” 

For  more  information  on 
the  series,  visit  nbc.com /ad - 
ihe-bible-continues. 
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